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Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art Hosts Women To Watch | Metals 
An exhibition made possible by a partnership with the Kansas City Chapter of  

National Museum of Women in the Arts (NMWA).  
 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI—June 23, 2018—Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art is proud to host 
the exhibition, Women to Watch | Metals, which is on view at Kemper Museum now through January 28, 
2018. The ongoing exhibition series features emerging or underrepresented artists from the states and 
countries in which NMWA has outreach committees. Submissions were juried and works for the 
exhibition were curated by Kemper Museum’s Executive Director, Barbara O’Brien. 
 
From the ornamental to the functional, the Women to Watch exhibition explores metal as an artistic 
medium. Metal is used as a platform by the artists to present and translate narratives of their personal 
histories and future ambitions. 
 

“Focusing the iteration of the Women to Watch exhibition series on the theme of Metals creates a 
gendered dialogue regarding tradition and innovation, adornment and object making,” said Barbara 
O’Brien, Executive Director of Kemper Museum. “The artists each touched upon the inspiration for 
their own art form; they expressed a history of often-played dialogue with gendered assumptions and 
expectations of working with bronze, aluminum, copper, and iron.” 

 
All women artists, within the first ten years of their career, currently living within 60 miles of Kansas 
City were eligible to enter for the chance to be highlighted in the exhibition. The Kansas City Chapter of 
NMWA is one of the museum’s many national and international committees. The group formed in 
Kansas City, Missouri, in 2002 under the leadership of Jeannette Nichols with the goals of raising 
awareness of the museum’s unique purpose and of bringing attention to noteworthy women artists in the 
Kansas City community.  
 
The exhibition features Cheryl Eve Acosta, a relative newcomer to Kansas City, known throughout the 



community for her sculptural jewelry. Debbie Barrett-Jones a prominent weaver, who reinterprets the 
pattern of hand-woven textiles into photographic images printed on aluminum supports. Jessica 
Thompson-Lee known for her works in the traditional sphere of lost-wax bronze castings mounted to 
marble bases. Desiree Warren who uses the aluminum from street signs as supports to her paintings and 
Angelica Sandoval creator of a site-specific installation for the exhibition that incorporates ceramic and 
light installation techniques.  
 

Image Credit:  
Angelica Sandoval, The Empyreal (detail), 2017, porcelain, steel, LED’s, dimensions variable Courtesy of the artist. 
Jessica Thompson-Lee, Untitled (detail), 2017, bronze with marble base, 13 x 8 x 3 inches Courtesy of the artist. 
Debbie Barrett-Jones, Shades of Blues and Gold Waves and Ovals (detail), 2017, digital print of original textile/weaving on 
aluminum, 40 x 49 inches Courtesy of the artist. 
Cheryl Eve Acosta, Ericius (cuff) (detail), 2012, copper, enamel, glass, 5¼ x 5¼ x 1½ inches Courtesy of the artist. 
Desiree Warren, Cracked Earth (detail), 2017, aluminum, paint, vinyl, 36 x 12 inches Courtesy of the artist.  
 

### 
 
About Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art 
Kansas City’s renowned FREE contemporary art museum, Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art opened in 
October 1994 and draws 100,000 visitors each year. The Museum boasts a rapidly growing Permanent Collection 
that uniquely bridges modern and contemporary works of art featuring artists such as Louise Bourgeois, Helen 
Frankenthaler, Willem de Kooning, Georgia O’Keeffe, Keltie Ferris, Trenton Doyle Hancock, Richard Mosse, and 
Ursula von Rydingsvard. Special exhibitions, installations, lectures, as well as children, teen, and family programs 
and workshops are hosted at the Museum regularly. 
 
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art (4420 Warwick Blvd.) is open 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., Tuesday–
Wednesday; 10:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m., Thursday–Friday; and 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., Saturday–Sunday.  
Café Sebastienne serves lunch 11:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m., Tuesday–Saturday; dinner 5:30–9:00 p.m., Thursday–Friday; 
and brunch 11:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m., Sunday. The Museum and Café are closed on Mondays and major holidays. 
Kemper at the Crossroads (33 W. 19th Street) is open 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m., Wednesday–Thursday; 10:00 a.m.–
9:00 p.m., Friday; noon–4:00 p.m., Saturday. Kemper East (200 E. 44th Street) are open 10:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday–Friday; 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Saturday. Admission is free at all three Kemper Museum locations. 
 
 
For more information about the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, visit kemperart.org. 
 
For high-resolution images or media inquiries please contact: 
Kent Michael Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 
Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art 
ksmith@kemperart.org | 816-457-6132 
 


