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San Francisco, CA: Catharine Clark Gallery presents Fahrenheit, an 

exhibition of new ceramic sculptures by Wanxin Zhang. As with Totem, 

Zhang’s 2014 exhibition at the gallery, Fahrenheit examines the 

hybridities and disruptions triggered by cross-cultural exchange. 

Zhang’s clay figures and landscapes continue to reference Chinese art 

historical traditions as well as the aesthetics of the Bay Area 

Figurative Movement and California Funk, an amalgamation that 

reflects the artist’s history of political disillusionment, expatriation and 

subsequent relocation to San Francisco.  

Zhang’s newest works, however, respond to deeper fractures in 

contemporary global politics: in Yin and Yang Shan (2017), for 

example, a black clay form rests precariously on a Doric column, its 

trunk molded into a peak that resembles both a mountain as well as 

the dome of a Russian Orthodox Church.  

The juxtapositions at play –  between architecture and landscape, 

figurations and abstraction, Western and non-Western forms – suggest 

a constant cycle in which vying forces – whether political, structual or 

environmental – attempt to supplant one another.  

For Zhang, however, these tensions also present generative possibilities for modes of being in which formal and empirical distinctions 

are blurred. Zhang remarks that each encapsulates “multiple perspectives” endowed with a “sense of humanity and movement” that 

embraces complex meanings. While the exhibition’s title gestures towards social volatility as well as the high temperatures required to 

fire clay, its Mandarin translation – “Hua Shi” – is also a cognate for the phrase “of Chinese descent.”  

Fahrenheit also marks the debut of the artist’s first video works, which depict unfired ceramic works as they dissolve in water, a 

visual metaphor for precarity and possibilities suggested throughout the exhibition.  

Join us for an opening reception with artist talk on Saturday, November 18 from 3 – 6pm. 

 

Wanxin Zhang | Fahrenheit 

November 18 – January 20, 2018 

Saturday, November 18: Opening reception with artist talk | 3 – 6pm 

Media inquiries contact Anton Stuebner: associate@cclarkgallery.com 

Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Friday from 10:30am – 5:30pm| Saturday from 11am - 6pm 

Next up: Kara Maria | January 27 – March 17, 2018  

Gallery Closed for the Holidays: December 24, 2017 – January 1, 2018

Wanxin Zhang. Jiang and San I, 2017.  

High fired clay with glaze and decals.  

18 x 15 x 13 inches. 

Courtesy of the artist and Catharine Clark Gallery 
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WANXIN ZHANG was born in Changchun, China, and spent his formative years in the 1960's 

and 70's under Mao's regime. He was part of the first generation to receive a formal art 

education in college subsequent to the Cultural Revolution in 1976. In 1985 he graduated from 

the prestigious LuXun Academy of Fine Art with a degree from their sculpture program.  

During his early years, Zhang participated in many avant-garde activities and exhibitions in 

China. His work was presented at the National Museum in Beijing, which then collected his 

prize-winning sculptures. In 1992, after Zhang established his art career as a sculptor in China, 

he came to the United States to continue his development. Zhang was a recipient of the Virginia 

A. Groot Foundation Grant in 2006, and the Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors 

Grant in 2004.  

Further, Zhang’s work has been featured in solo museum exhibitions at the University of Wyoming Art Museum (2006), the Fresno Art 

Museum in California (2007), the Alden B. Dow Museum of Science and Art in Michigan (2008), and the Arizona State University Museum 

(2010). His sculptures have also been included in the 22nd UBC Sculpture Biennial in Japan (2007), the Taipei Ceramics Biennial in Taiwan 

(2008), and the Da Tong City 2nd International Sculpture Biennial in China (2013), amongst other venues.  

In 2017, the Asian Art Museum acquired multiple “brick” works from Zhang’s Wall series for the museum’s permanent collection. In 

2019, Zhang will be the subject of a solo exhibition and accompanying monograph at the Museum of Craft and Design in San 

Francisco. Also in 2017, Zhang’s work was featured in the inaguaral Anren Biennale in China. 

Zhang’s sculptures have been included in books such as Confrontational Ceramics by Judith Schwartz and his work was highlighted in Clay 

in Art. His sculpture has been reviewed in major art magazines such as Art in America, Sculpture, and American Ceramics. In 2012, the San 

Francisco Chronicle selected Zhang's exhibition at the Richmond Art Center as one of the Top 10 Exhibitions in the San Francisco Bay Area.  

Zhang lives and works in San Francisco, California and has been represented by Catharine Clark Gallery since 2013.  
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