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GREENWICH, CT, DECEMBER 19, 2017 – Opening on January 27, 2018, the Bruce Museum’s 

provocative new exhibition Hot Art in a Cold War: Intersections of Art and Science in the Soviet Era 

examines one of the dominant concerns of Soviet unofficial artists—and citizens everywhere—during 

the Cold War: the consequences of innovation in science, technology, mathematics, communications, 

and design. Juxtaposing art made in opposition to state-sanctioned Socialist Realism with artifacts from 

the Soviet nuclear and space programs, Hot Art in a Cold War touches upon the triumphs and tragedies 

unleashed as humankind gained the power to both leave the Earth and to destroy it. 
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Produced from the 1960s to the 1980s, the works on view address themes of international significance 

during a turbulent period marked by the ever-escalating competition for nuclear supremacy and the 

space race. Creative interpretations of these key historical events and their repercussions are 

presented here through nearly 40 works by 17 artists from the former Soviet republics of Estonia, 

Latvia, Ukraine, and Russia.  

 

The Hot Art in a Cold War exhibition, which continues through May 20, explores the anxious realities 

and utopian fantasies of everyday Soviet life in the second half of the twentieth century through a 

variety of media, from documentary photographs and surrealist abstractions to hyperrealist paintings 

and kinetic sculptures. Kinetic artists in Russia and Latvia directly synthesized art and science in their 

works, often forming groups to collectively envision and even build immersive installations that offered 

viewers glimpses into unknown futures. 

 

As science became a proxy battlefield for the struggle between the USSR and the United States, the 

Soviet space program achieved a long string of successes, including launching the first artificial 

satellite, first animal, first human, and first space station into orbit. This exhibition features artifacts 

representing these breakthroughs, including an unlaunched backup of Sputnik, a replica of the 

spacesuit worn by the first space dog Laika, and equipment from the Salyut space station program. The 

darker side of this Cold War competition is seen in examples of nuclear fallout equipment and 

specimens from Chernobyl.  

 

“The Bruce Museum prides itself in being a museum of both art and science and in finding the 

interconnections between the two,” says Dr. Daniel Ksepka, Bruce Museum Curator of Science and co-

curator of the exhibition. “Hot Art in a Cold War is a perfect example of this unique focus. Visitors will 

see how the triumphs of the space program and anxieties about nuclear arms were captured by period 

artists. Likewise, many of the scientific objects are works of art in their own right. The elegance of 

Sputnik, for example, is as striking and undeniable as its impact on the space race.” 

 

“This exhibition is very timely, as we see history repeating itself in the connection between the ‘official’ 

behaviors of the Cold War and today’s ongoing wars and political conflicts, not to mention the ever-

increasing role that technology plays in our everyday lives,” adds Ksenia Nouril, exhibition co-curator. 

 
Hot Art in a Cold War is an expanded version of an exhibition organized at the Zimmerli Art Museum, 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick, N.J., by Ksenia Nouril, Dodge Fellow, Zimmerli Art Museum and 

PhD Candidate, Department of Art History at Rutgers. The exhibition at the Zimmerli and Ms. Nouril’s 

fellowship have been supported by the Avenir Foundation and the Andrew Mellon Foundation.  

 

“While the exhibition focuses on two main events of the Cold War—the nuclear arms and space 

races—museumgoers could place it within the context of a number of other related historical flash 

points, from the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961 to tearing it down in 1989, the Cuban Missile crisis in 

1962, the Soviet-Afghan War (1979-1989), and the current crises in eastern Ukraine, Syria, and 

elsewhere,” Nouril explains. 



 
 
 

Press Release 

Page 3 of 5 

 

 

A majority of the artworks on loan are from the Norton and Nancy Dodge Collection of Nonconformist 

Art from the Soviet Union, which is housed at the Zimmerli Art Museum. The late Norton Dodge (1927-

2011), an American economist, began collecting Soviet unofficial art during the Cold War, making 

several trips to the Soviet Union starting in 1955. He amassed one of the largest collections of this kind 

of art in the world.  

 

Approximately 20,000 works from his collection were transferred to the Zimmelri in the 1990s. In this 

way, the Dodge Collection is very much a product of the Cold War, which pitted American capitalism 

against Soviet communism. Certain artworks in this exhibition, such as Aleksandr Zhitomirsky’s 

Ferocious Appetite (1969), focus on this fierce competition between these two nations. Other works, 

such as Valdis Celms’ Positron (1976) and Francisco Infante-Aranas’ Spirals, reveal the extent to which 

Soviet nonconformist artists were also inspired by the advancements in science that fueled military-

industrial complexes on both sides of the Atlantic. As unofficial artists who were not sanctioned by the 

state, they playfully and ironically depicted the positives and negatives of the effects of science, 

technology, and telecommunications in their works, such as Erik Bulatov’s The Soviet Cosmos (1977). 

 

Although advancements in nuclear energy and space exploration gave great hope, they also came at a 

steep price, taking their toll on the Soviet economy, environment, and quality of life. Unofficial artists 

communicated their desires and fears by reimagining their earthly environments and conjuring 

unexplored worlds. Hot Art in a Cold War captures the direct and indirect intersections between art and 

science during this historically significant period of geopolitical tension that remains relevant today.  

 

For support of this exhibition, the Bruce Museum thanks the Charles M. and Deborah G. Royce 

Exhibition Fund; the Connecticut Office of the Arts; a Committee of Honor, chaired by Jacqueline and 

Arthur Walker and Deborah and Alan Simon; and media sponsor WSHU Public Radio Group. 

 

Related Programs: 

Sundays, February 11, 25, 1:00 – 3:00 pm. Science Sundays. A drop-in program designed for children ages 4 
and up and their families. Participants will explore simple science concepts and subjects while partaking in fun, 
kid-friendly experiments, projects and crafts inspired by the Museum’s collections and exhibitions. Free with 
admission and no advance registration is required.  
February 11: Space Race Rocket Building; February 25: Patriotic Plane Design. 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Science Lecture. Out of the Secret World: Cosmic Visions in the Soviet 
Imagination. Dr. Asif Siddiqi, space historian and professor at Fordham University, specializes in the history of 
science and technology and modern Russian history. He has written several books on the history of space 
exploration. Reception at 6:30 pm; talk 7:00 – 8:00 pm. Admission in advance:  Free for Bruce members and 
students (with valid ID), $15 for nonmembers. At the door:  $10 members, $25 nonmembers. Reservations at 
brucemuseum.org/site/events. 

 
Thursday, February 22, 10:30 am – 12:15 pm. Science Film. The Battle of Chernobyl. Documentary about the 
1986 nuclear disaster. Advance reservations required at brucemuseum.org/site/events: Free for Bruce members, 
$10 for non-members (includes Museum admission). 
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Tuesday, February 27, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Evening Lecture. Building Dreamworlds, Facing Catastrophes: Art, 
Science and the Cold War, by Ksenia Nouril, Dodge Fellow, Zimmerli Art Museum and PhD Candidate, 
Department of Art History, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey. Nouril will examine how artists in the Soviet 
Union responded to advancements in the sciences during the late Cold War period (1960s-1980s). Highlighting several 
key works of art from the exhibition Hot Art in a Cold War: Intersections of Art and Science in the Soviet Era, Nouril will 
show how artists working in the Soviet republics of Russia, Ukraine, Estonia, and Latvia were both directly and indirectly 
inspired by science, math, engineering, and design. The paintings, sculptures, photographs, and drawings they 

produced make prescient proposals that are still applicable to our world today. Reception at 6:30 pm; talk 7:00 – 8:00 
pm. Admission in advance:  Free for Bruce members and students (with valid ID), $15 for nonmembers. At the 
door:  $10 members, $25 nonmembers. Reservations at brucemuseum.org/site/events. 
 
Wednesday, March 7, 10:30 – 11:30 am. Film.The Russian Concept: Reflections on Russian Non-Conformist 
Art. (56 minutes) Directed by Igor Sopronenko. The documentary explores non-conformist Russian art through 
interviews and documentary footage and tells the story of art collector Norton Dodge whose efforts have resulted 
in the largest collection of Russian-Soviet non-conformist art in the world. Advance reservations required at 
brucemuseum.org/site/events: Free for Bruce members, $10 for non-members (includes Museum admission). 
 
Thursday, March 8, 6:00 – 8:00 pm. An Evening with Corey Flintoff, former NPR correspondent based in 
Russia and ex-Soviet countries. Reception at 6:00 pm; talk at 6:30 pm. $35. Reservations required at 
brucemuseum.org/site/events. 
 
Sunday, March 11, 1:00 – 3:00 pm. Science Sunday: Moon Rover Models 
A drop-in program designed for children ages 4 and up and their families. Participants will explore simple science 
concepts and subjects while partaking in fun, kid-friendly experiments, projects and crafts inspired by the 
Museum’s collections and exhibitions. Free with admission; no advance registration is required.  
 
Tuesday, March 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Marianne Smith Memorial Lecture. Sweet Ideology of Soviet Space Dogs 
during Cold War by Dr. Olesya Turkina, Senior Research Fellow at the State Russian Museum, St. Petersburg. 
Reception at 6:30 pm; talk 7:00 – 8:00 pm. Admission in advance:  Free for Bruce members and students (with 
valid ID), $15 for nonmembers. At the door:  $10 members, $25 nonmembers. Reservations at 
brucemuseum.org/site/events. 
 
Wednesday, March 14, 10:30 – 11:30 am. Film. In Search of a Lost Paradise. (52 minutes, Russian with English 
subtitles). This award-winning documentary recounts the story of Russian artist Valentina Kropivnitskaya and her 
husband Oskar Rabin, who, in 1974, organized a prohibited open-air art exhibition that was destroyed using KGB 
bulldozers. The film highlights the struggle of living under a totalitarian regime while attempting to retain personal 
and artistic freedoms Advance reservations required at brucemuseum.org/site/events: Free for Bruce members,  
$10 for non-members (includes Museum admission). 

 

About the Bruce Museum  

The Bruce Museum is located in a park setting just off I-95, exit 3, at 1 Museum Drive in Greenwich, 

Connecticut. The Museum is also a 5-minute walk from the Metro-North Greenwich Station. The 

Museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm; closed Mondays and major holidays. 

Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and students with ID, and free for members and children less 

than five years old. Individual admission is free on Tuesday. Free on-site parking is available; the 

Museum is accessible to individuals with disabilities. For additional information, call 203-869-0376 or 

visit brucemuseum.org.  

 
# # # 

 
Media Contact: Scott Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications 
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203-413-6735 or ssmith@brucemuseum.org 
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