
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
International Mezzotint Invitational
Exhibition: January 5 - 27, 2018
Public Opening: January 4, 6-8 PM 

This special exhibition of mezzotints from over 40 national and international artists celebrates a little under-
stood original print process.

Mezzotints first appeared in the 17th century but came into heavy use in the 18th and 19th centuries as a 
copy medium, due to its ability to present the full range of values from black to white.  But because of its 
labor intensive nature, the mezzotint was vulnerable to being replaced by photography, beginning in the 
latter part of the 19th century.

It took two artists, Avati and Hamaguchi, in the 20th century, to appreciate the medium’s potential for artis-
tic expression, as opposed to its use in copy work.  This new interest in the medium grew slowly, and even 
today boasts only a few thousand practitioners worldwide.

Mezzotint, like engraving, is a ‘dry’ process and does not involve the use of a liquid, such as acid.  The 
surface of a smooth copper plate is evenly scored with a tool covered with sharp pointed parallel ridges 
known as a rocker.  If, after the thorough ‘rocking’ is complete, the plate were to be printed (with black ink), 
an overall rich, velvety black would result.  To create the image on that roughened surface, the artist must 
selectively scrape and burnish away the scoring to develop, (or nurse from the dark), the subject with these 
highlights.

The full range of expression that is possible with this demanding original print process is shown in this exhi-
bition.
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