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How can an artist reconcile two vital needs: for visual 
thinking and for description? How can she make optimal use of 
these two impulses, these two ways of immersing oneself into 
the world and taking a disinterested distance from it? In 
silent cinema they came together in a montage of explicit 
visuality and textuality: a play that used both mask-like 
acting and script-like intertitles. 
 
Olga Chernysheva (born in 1962, lives in Moscow) graduated 
from the Gerasimov Institute of Cinematography in Moscow in 
1986, after studying in the department of animated film. She 
is now one of Russia’s best-known artists, showing video, 
photography, drawing (and to a lesser extent painting) in 
museums, galleries and biennials all over the world – and now 
also in Finland.  
 
Cinema, forever seeking the right combination of image and 
word to produce the right constellation of affect in the 
viewer, continues to be a formative influence for 
Chernysheva’s work. At the same time she contributes to 
innovation within a Russian tradition that regards visual art 
(with the possible exception of icon-painting) as an arena for 
social commentary and thereby a medium of mass communication. 
Socialist Realism, the officially sanctioned art of the Soviet 
Union, did not appear out of a cultural vacuum. 
 
Yet Chernysheva is not necessarily a realist, nor is her work 
socially or politically engaged in a conventional sense. It is 
too personal and precise, too experiential and experimental to 
fit easily into such genres or tendencies, yet it is 
invariably grounded in her extraordinary attention to detail 
and her empathy (which does not shy away from critique) for 
the people – and let’s not forget the animals – who populate 
the contemporary Russian everyday. 
 
‘Ordered Equivocations’, Chernysheva’s exhibition for Kohta, 
could be seen as a variation in a ‘chamber format’ of themes 
explored in other recent projects, for instance in her solo 



exhibition at Wiener Secession. It includes a selection of 
twelve works from the on-going series Screens, started in 
2010: short moving-image ‘clippings’ paired with condensed 
texts (in Russian and English, with translations into Finnish 
and Swedish provided by Kohta) that might be characterised as 
micro-essays or prose poems, on topics ranging from Central 
Asian guest workers in Moscow to the plastic bags blowing in 
the wind outside the pyramids at Giza; from a story on the 
radio about carrier pigeon who walked all the way home to 
Immanuel Kant’s advice about ‘drinking the air through one’s 
nose’. 
 
The exhibition also includes a selection of recent charcoal 
drawings, among them a series where Chernysheva employs the 
same strategy as in Screens, demonstrating once again that it 
may not be possible, or even necessary, for an artist to 
choose between speaking in images and sketching in words. In 
these drawings the delicate charcoal smudge stands in for the 
video window onto experienced reality. Equivocation (‘the use 
of ambiguous language to avoid committing oneself’) remains a 
valid strategy, she seems to be saying, for communicating 
one’s impressions of the world without impressing too much 
order on them: forever seeking the right kind of randomness to 
produce the right kind of ambiguity in the viewer. 
 
 
 
The exhibition is organised by Kohta, and Olga Chernysheva’s work is shown 
courtesy of Galerie Volker Diehl in Berlin, Temnikova & Kasela in 
Tallinn and Matthew Stephenson in London, who all represent her. 
 
 
Kohta is a new kunsthalle for Helsinki, aiming at presenting uncompromising 
contemporary art. The advisory board responsible for the programming 
consists of artists Magdalena Åberg, Martti Aiha, Thomas Nyqvist, 
Nina Roos and Hans Rosenström, curator Anders Kreuger and filmmaker 
and lecturer Richard Misek. 
 
Kohta is launched with support from EMO Foundation, which is funding the 
arts in Finland. Kohta seeks collaboration with and support from a variety 
of public and private entities in Finland and abroad and has recently been 
awarded a grant from the City of Helsinki to support its programme for 
2018. 
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