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Aperture Foundation Announces Major Exhibition, 
Publication, and Public Engagement around Incarceration 
in the United States 
 

“I believe that truth and reconciliation are sequential. You have to tell the truth first. You have to 
create a consciousness around the truth before you can have any hopes of reconciliation.” 
—Bryan Stevenson, lawyer and founder of the Equal Justice Initiative 
 
 
New York—Most prisons and jails across the United States do 
not allow prisoners to have access to cameras. At a moment 
when 2.2 million people are incarcerated in the U.S., 3.8 
million people are on probation, and 870,000 former 
prisoners are on parole, how can images tell the story of mass 
incarceration when the imprisoned don’t have control over 
their own representation? How can photographs visualize a 
reality that, for many, remains outside of view? 
 
This spring, Aperture magazine will release “Prison Nation,” 
addressing the unique role photography plays in creating a 
visual record of this national crisis. Organized with the scholar 
Nicole R. Fleetwood, this monumental issue will be 
accompanied by a related exhibition from February 7 through 
March 7, 2018, as well as a series of five interdisciplinary 
public programs—featuring speakers such as Nigel Poor, 
Jamel Shabazz, Deborah Luster, Bruce Jackson, Jesse 
Krimes, Sable Elyse Smith, Joseph Rodriguez, and more—
all to take place at Aperture Foundation’s gallery.  
 
Incarceration impacts all of us. “Americans, even those who have never been to a prison or had a relative in 
prison, need to realize that we are all implicated in a form of governance that uses prison as a solution to many 
social, economic, and political problems,” Fleetwood notes. Empathy and political awareness are essential to 
creating systemic change—and through Aperture magazine, and the accompanying exhibition and public 
programming, “Prison Nation” may provoke us to see parts of ourselves in the lives of those on the inside.  
 
“Prison Nation” features include:  

• Professor and author Sarah Lewis interviews lawyer Bryan Stevenson, who connects today’s crisis of 
mass incarceration to the legacies of slavery, lynching, and segregation 

• Brian Wallis profiles folklorist Bruce Jackson, who photographed Texas and Arkansas prisons in the 
1960s and ’70s 

• Hank Willis Thomas interviews Jesse Krimes, who made ingenious artwork during five years of 
incarceration 

• Shawn Michelle Smith on the historical origins of the mug shot  
• Nicole R. Fleetwood on how prison photo studios keep families together 
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• Portfolios by Deborah Luster on a passion play at Louisiana’s Angola penitentiary; Emily Kinni on 
Texas’s hub for recently released prisoners; Jack Lueders-Booth’s intimate portraits from one of the 
first women’s facilities in the U.S.; Stephen Tourlentes’s haunting nighttime landscapes of American 
prisons; Nigel Poor on a previously unseen archive of photographs from California’s infamous San 
Quentin prison; Joseph Rodriguez on reentry centers in Los Angeles; and Sable Elyse Smith’s 
multilayered personal narrative of prisons and playgrounds  

• Photographs and contributions by Pete Brook, Lucas Foglia, Zora J Murff, Jamel Shabazz, 
Lorenzo Steele, Jr., and more  

 

 

 
This program is supported, in part, by a lead contribution from the Reba Judith Sandler Foundation, and additional funding from the Andy Warhol 

Foundation for the Visual Arts, and the Board of Trustees and Members of Aperture Foundation. Additional public funds are from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature, and 

the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council. 
 

 
Words 
 
Editors’ Note:  
Prison Nation  
 
Truth & Reconciliation 	
Images, narrative, and racial justice  
Bryan Stevenson in Conversation with Sarah Lewis  
 
The Mug Shot: A Brief History  
On the origins of criminal typologies  
by Shawn Michelle Smith  
 
Bruce Jackson: On the Inside  
A folklorist’s 1970s-era chronicle of prisons in Texas and 
Arkansas  
by Brian Wallis  
 
Behind These Prison Walls  
Two photographers and former corrections officers reflect 
on life at Rikers Island 	
Jamel Shabazz and Lorenzo Steele, Jr. in 
Conversation with Zarinah Shabazz  
 
Marking Time  
When a loved one is incarcerated, how do portrait 
studios keep families together? 	
by Nicole R. Fleetwood  
 
Solitary Resistance  
Behind bars, an artist transforms prison-issued materials 
into powerful works of art 	
Jesse Krimes in Conversation with Hank Willis 
Thomas  
 
Prison Index  
An online project about images of incarceration becomes a 
public resource  
by Pete Brook 

 
Pictures 
 
Jack Lueders-Booth  
Introduction by Christie Thompson  

Lucas Foglia  
Introduction by Jordan Kisner  

Deborah Luster  
Introduction by Zachary Lazar  

Nigel Poor  
Introduction by Rebecca Bengal  

Sable Elyse Smith  
Introduction by Jessica Lynne  

Joseph Rodriguez  
Introduction by Reginald Dwayne Betts  

Zora J Murff  
Introduction by Ruby Tapia  

Emily Kinni  
Introduction by Virginia Grise  

Stephen Tourlentes  
Introduction by Mabel O. Wilson 


