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Townscapes – for quite some time they can not longer be considered a rarity. As diverse as any 

landscape can be a city has its own peculiarities and charisma as well, this has fascinated many artist 

throughout time. In the exhibition “Paysages urbains” the artists Markus Buchser, Rudolf Häsler, Paolo 

Pola and Werner Bommer showcase their thoughts and interpretation of the subject “city” in their 

own language using their special techniques. 

Markus Buchser, born 1959 in Basel, found his passion for acrylic colors and art in general late in life, 

but he begun to develope his potential steadily thereafter. From the beginning of his creative work he 

had his very own pictorial language and technique. Architecture is what fascinates him most and 

therefore his work focuses his view on buildings and townscapes. 

 

Rudolf Häsler (*1927 Interlaken - 1999 Sant Cugat del Vallès) was born in Interlaken and can be 

considered as one of the most autonomous Swiss artists of the 20th century. As part of the Cuban 

Revolutionary Government the painter was appointed national director of arts and crafts. Succeeding 

Che Guevara he held the second highest position as a foreigner within the government. Towards the 

end of the 60s the painting, design and graphic artist withdrew from Cuba. Together with his family he 

left for Spain, from where he travelled around the world. In the 70s, Häsler developed a meticulous 

realism, which is likely to be assigned to the hyperrealistic genre of painting. His nonpareil artistic 

oeuvre allows parallels to be made to Franz Gertsch, Ralph Goings or Antonio López Garcia. 

 

Paolo Pola (*1942 in Campocologno) names Southern Grisons and the area of Lombary his intellectual 

origin. From the early days on he was fascinated by the works by Giotto, Giovanni Segantini, Giovanni 

and Augusto Giacometti, Giorgo Morandi and Giorgio de Chiricos as well as frescos. His focus lies on 

drawing, painting, graphics and public space art. Ever so often he was part of international culture 

projects namely in Regio Basiliensis, in the Italian-speaking part of Switzerland and in Nordern Italy. 

Werner Bommer (*1948 in Rickenbach, TG) studied to become an arts teacher from 1970 to 1974 at 

the Kunstgewerbeschule Basel. Alongside his work as teacher and gallery owner he has been 

continuously developing his own pictorial language for the past 20 years. His work is based on 

figurative paintings (mostly florales, objects and cityscapes). His goal isn’t the naturalistic illustration, 

because the visual is merely the trigger point for the free art. His artistic refernces are painters of 

American expressionism, especially Richard Diebenkorn and Willem de Kooning. 

 


