
 

 

 

Pictured above: Kara Maria. So Solve the Mystic Sun, 2017. Acrylic on canvas. 60 x 60 inches. 
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San Francisco, CA: Catharine Clark Gallery presents Post-Nature, an 

exhibition of new paintings by Kara Maria. On view from January 27 – 

March 17, 2018, Post-Nature considers the precarious relationship between 

natural and man-made environments, as well as the impact of climate 

change on global biodiversity. Maria’s work presents visual dialogues 

between abstraction and representation, and her paintings feature intricate 

renderings of endangered animals against dynamic fields of vivid hues and 

frenetic forms – a nod to the chaotic and constructed environment, whether 

built or technological, surrounding all creatures.  

While seemingly playful, the artist’s compositions ultimately raise serious 

questions about ecological crises and man-made disasters. Maria notes that 

the Center for Biological Diversity predicts “that thirty to fifty percent of all 

species will be heading toward extinction” by 2050, as the result of 

industrialization, pollution and over-population. Her depictions of threatened 

and endangered wildlife, in turn, force the viewer to confront “how our 

increasingly chaotic, aritificial environment is becoming inhospitable to life.” 

The exhibition’s title prophetically evokes images of a world that exists after 

and against nature. Throughout her paintings, Maria includes disquieting 

reminders of global conflict, such as nuclear missiles, rifles and submarines. These startling interventions remind us of short and 

long-term destruction brought on by human hubris, and humankind’s capacity for destruction, while drawing attention to our all-too-

vulnerable future. 

Kara Maria’s exhibition is complemented by a media room presentation of Certainty of Ambiguity, a series of new fiber optic data 

tapestries by LigoranoReese. Each tapestry is comprised of layers of woven fiber optic mesh that are programmed to animate light, 

color and pattern. The animations respond to unique datasets based on a user’s personal identification numbers – date of birth, for 

example, or the last four digits of a social security number – so that the tapestries function as a portrait of their user. As 

LigoranoReese notes, “like tartan plaids, coat of arms, or fingerprints, Certainty of Ambiguity is an emblem and sign of identity,” at 

once formally beautiful and raising questions about how we are increasingly defined by digital information, datasets and codes.  

Join us for an opening reception with artists’ talks on January 27 from 2 – 5pm. Artist talks are at 3pm. 

 

Kara Maria | Post-Nature 

Media Room: LigoranoReese | Certainty of Ambiguity 

January 27 – March 17, 2018 

Saturday, January 27: Opening reception with artist talks | 2 – 5pm | Artist talks at 3pm 

Media inquiries contact Anton Stuebner: associate@cclarkgallery.com 

Gallery Hours: Tuesday – Friday from 10:30am – 5:30pm| Saturday from 11am - 6pm 

Next up: Chester Arnold | March 24 – May 5, 2018  

 

Kara Maria. Detail image of Mayday, 2017. Acrylic 

on canvas. 40 x 30 inches.  
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KARA MARIA produces paintings and work on paper that reflect on political themes such as 

feminism, war, and the environment. She borrows from the broad vocabulary of contemporary 

painting; blending geometric shapes, vivid hues, and abstract marks, with representational 

elements. Maria received her BA and MFA from the University of California, Berkeley. She has 

exhibited in solo and group exhibitions throughout the United States at venues including the San 

Francisco Museum of Modern Art; the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University; the Contemporary 

Arts Museum in Houston, Texas; the San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art; and the Katonah 

Museum of Art in New York; among others.  

 

In 2016, Maria’s work was featured in a solo exhibition, Head Over Heels, at the University Art 

Gallery at California State University, Chico, which included an accompanying monograph.  Her 

work has garnered critical attention in the Los Angeles Times, the San Francisco Chronicle, and Art in America. Maria has completed 

residencies at the Montalvo Arts Center, Recology Artist in Residence Program, Djerassi Resident Artists Program, and at the de Young’s 

Artist Studio. She is recipient of multiple awards and honors, including a grant from Artadia and an Eisner Prize in Art from the 

University of California, Berkeley. Maria lives and works in San Francisco and has been represented by Catharine Clark Gallery since 

2001. 

 

NORA LIGORANO AND MARSHALL REESE have collaborated as the artistic duo LigoranoReese 

since the mid-eighties. Their work is an ongoing investigation into the impact of technology on 

society and the rhetoric of politics and language in visual culture. LigoranoReese's body of work 

is multidisciplinary and includes limited edition multiples, videos, sculptures and installations, 

which involve a range of unusual materials and industrial processes.  

LigoranoReese’s most recent solo exhibitions include 50 Different Minds at the Portland Art 

Museum in Portland, Oregon and If You Lived Here at the Massachusetts College of Arts in 

Boston, Massachusetts in 2012.  In 2014, their work I•AM•I, a multi-media, interactive, fiber-

optic tapestry was the subject of a media room installation at Catharine Clark Gallery.  In 2016, 

their public artwork, the melting ice sculpture The American Dream, was featured in two venues in Philadelphia and Cleveland to 

conincide with the Democratic and Republican National Conventions, respectively. The American Dream received extensive coverage from 

publications such as the New Yorker, the New York Times and The Creator’s Project, amongst others. On January 20, 2018, 

LigoranoReese installed their latest melting sculpture, Truth be Told, at Jim Kempner Fine Art in New York City in protest of the 

anniversary of Donald Trump’s inauguration. LigoranoReese’s work is included in the permanent collections of numerous institutions, 

including the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the New York Public Library, the Whitney Museum of American Art, and the Getty 

Institute. LigoranoReese live and work in Brooklyn, New York and have been affiliated with Catharine Clark Gallery since 2010. 

http://www.cclarkgallery.com/

